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on as a limb of the Devil! a son of perdition! to embrace one that God abhors! to have the affections bound to one that God hates! what contradictions are these! what horror must fill the soul while they live! and what dreadful thoughts must crowd into one's mind, if such a man should come to die before us! Dear young lady, says she, you are happy that you could defend yourself against such a proposal.
Eld. Sist. But, madam, your charge upon me is a little hard; I think the arguments are as strong almost on my part as my sister's, though they are of another nature.
Old La. No, I can't say so, madam; it is true, there is something to be said in your case, but nothing so essential as in the other; and, I said, me-thinks it looks as if you wanted charity: I hope, child, you do not think all opinions but your own are fatal to be professed.
Eld. Sist. No, madam, not at all: I hope there are good people of all persuasions; but if I did not think my own best, how could I answer the cleaving to it myself?
Old La. So far you are right.
Eld. Sist. Then, madam, though in charity I ought to allow others to be good Christians, and that I should and do keep up a friendly correspondence with many who dissent from my judgment in religious matters, yet there is a great deal of difference between charity to them, and union with them.
Old La. You have studied the point thoroughly, I perceive ; I understand you perfectly; pray go on. - Eld. Sist. Madam, in discourse with my father, I could never use any freedom, or obtain leave to propose my scruples, with the reasons of them: but I hope you will allow me liberty.
Old La. With all my heart, madam, for I am glad to enter into so curious a debate with you.